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I. Introduction 

Libya is located in the north of Africa along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Since its 

independence from Italian colonial rule, Libya has faced a turbulent history plagued with power 

struggles, political disputes, civil wars, and humanitarian conflicts.  

The current Libyan civil war began in February of 2014, but fighting has been on and off 

since the Anti-Gaddafi uprising that occurred three years prior, in 2011. Gaddafi was killed in 

2011, and this brought an abrupt end to his 40 year rule over Libya. Tribes and militias that had 

once united against Gaddafi now violently fought against each other in an attempt to fill the 

power vacuum created by his death. This power struggle is the main cause of the civil war today.  

While there may be many groups fighting for power, there are two main rival 

administrations. The first is the House of Representatives led by Khalifa Haftar and his forces in 

Tobruk. The second is the Government of National Accord, led by Prime Minister Fayez 

al-Sarraj, which is the UN backed government based out of Tripoli.  

Recently, the capital of Libya, Tripoli, is being fought over. Haftar is trying to seize it 

from the GNA. Haftar’s forces have shelled Tripoli’s airport and blockaded oil terminals. This 

caused the national output of oil to drop 75% and made the lives of Libyans more difficult. This 

has exacerbated the humanitarian crisis in Libya, displacing at least 217,000 people, and 

causing 823,000 people to be in need of humanitarian aid. According to the UN, there have also 

been around 2,000 casualties in the last year alone, including hundreds of civilian deaths. 

Children's safety, health, and access to education have all declined. The access and quality of 

health services and infrastructure have also faced rapid deterioration. Electricity cuts, worsening 

water and sanitation services, and increased flooding have also added to the intensified 

humanitarian crisis. Germany has gone as far to say that Libya could rapidly become a “second 

Syria”.  

Many foreign powers are involved for a few main reasons. Firstly, Libya has Africa’s 

largest proven oil reserves. Many countries want there to be a ceasefire in order to protect their 

oil companies in Libya or ensure their drilling rights for oil and gas in the Mediterranian. 

Secondly, Libya’s ports are a launch point for many of the migrants who end up in Europe. 

Thirdly, some countries want to side with Haftar as he has shown he is capable of driving 

Islamic extremists out of Libya. Finally, some countries say they need to stabilize the country to 

restore peace. Regardless of their interests, many forign governments are still providing 

financial and military support to different militaries and rival factions despite the presence of an 

international arms embargo since 2011.  



Overall, this topic will focus on how to stop the conflict in Libya, curb the humanitarian 

crisis, and address the foreign powers in Libya. When constructing resolutions on this topic, it is 

especially important to consider all political parties,the source of the conflict, and the conflict’s 

impact on the civilian population.  

 

 

II. Definition of Key Terms 

a) House of Representatives  

The House of Representatives is one administration fighting for power in Libya. They are  

affiliated with Khalifa Haftar and his Libyan National Army (LNA). They are based in the 

east in the city of Tobruk. Khalifa Haftar was a friend of Gaddafi’s and one of Libya’s top 

military leaders before escaping to the US when one of his missions went wrong. He then 

returned during the Anti-Gaddafi uprising and began consolidating power to build the 

Libyan National Army. He is supported by many including Egypt, UAE, Saudi Arabia, 

France, and Russia. He has pitched himself as capable of driving Islamic extremists out 

of Libya and will fight until Libya is cleansed of extremism. Haftar and the LNA are 

rapidly gaining territory.  

 

b) Government of National Accord (GNA)  

The Government of National Accord is one administration fighting for power in Libya.  

They are led by Prime Minister Fayez al-Sarraj in Tripoli. While the GNA utilizes what is  

left of Libya’s formal military and militia power, it struggles to assert control over the city 

of Tripoli. They are supported by the UN. The GNA has also been accused of having ties 

to Muslim extremist parties causing some countries to be weary of backing them. The 

GNA is backed by the UN, Italy, Qatar, Turkey, and formally the EU.  

 

c) National Oil Corporation 

The National Oil Corporation is the only Libyan state oil company permitted to manage  

and sell the country’s oil. It is based in Tripoli. There have been attempts by Haftar to  

break its monopoly. Many international companies work with the NOC. The largest  

foreign oil producer in Libya is Italy, but France is also expanding its operations  

there. Russia may also begin to work with NOC.  



 

d) Humanitarian Crisis  

As defined by the Humanitarian Coalition, a humanitarian crisis is “an event or series of  

events that represents a critical threat to the health, safety, security or wellbeing of a  

community or other large group of people, usually over a wide area.” These often occur  

due to human made disasters or natural disasters. In the case of Libya it is the man made  

disaster of armed conflict. A humanitarian crisis often prevents people from gaining  

access to fundamental necessities, such as shelter, adequate drinking water, food,  

education, sanitation services, and more. A common response to a humanitarian  

crisis is an influx of crucial aid from UN member states, UN organizations and NGOs.  

 

e) Proxy War  

Oxford defines a proxy war as “A war instigated by a major power which does not itself  

become involved.” These major powers are often foreign countries and they support their  

own interests by supplying weapons, logistical and financial support, ect.  

 

 

 

III. General Overview 

a) History  

i) Italian Colonial Rule (1912-1951) 

In 1912 Italy seized Libya from Ottoman rule. Italy was one of the last European  

powers to engage in imperial expansion in Africa. Colonizing Libya was justified  

as a way for Italians to divert their attention from their own internal divides. 

They believed it would unify Italy and increase their pride. Many Italians also 

believed that Libya would be an ideal settlement for immigration. A variety of 

Libyan factions were growing uneasy with Italian rule after World War I. Italians 

had little power and attempted to peacefully consolidate its occupation of the 

country. However, once Italy became Facist in 1922, Italian armed forces were 

sent on a violent reconquest of Libya. The Italian army had around 20,000 men 

and the Libyan army just 1,000. World War 2 allowed Libyan factions seeking 

independence a chance. They allied with the US and Britain and were able to 



drive the Italian armies out of Libya. On December 24 1951, Libya finally declared 

independence.  

 

ii) The Gaddafi Era (1969-2011) 

Colonel Gaddafi deposed the Libyan king in 1969 during a military coup. This  

began his rule of Libya. In the 1970’s Gaddafi led Libya through a “cultural  

revolution” and a “people’s revolution” in attempts to improve Libya. Gaddafi 

developed and advanced education, medical care, irrigation, access to housing 

and food, and the exploitation of oil. However, for much of Gaddafi’s rule, his 

strategy for governing Libya consisted of playing off different tribes and militias 

against each other. Freedom of speech and other liberties were violently 

repressed. Gaddafi also brought a decade of isolation from the West after many 

disputes with the US and Britain. In 2011, Libyans rose up against 40 years of 

brutal ruling and eventually killed Gaddafi. The UN security council also alleged 

that Gaddafi had committed countless crimes against humanity.  

 

iii) Civil War (2014-Present Day)  

The current civil war in Libya erupted in 2014 when the General National  

Congress (GNC) refused to step down from power. The Libyan National Army  

that was created and is led by Khalifa Haftar began consolidating power and 

launching attacks in an effort to gain territory. Eventually, the GNC broke down 

and the UN sent a new UN-backed Government of National Accord. This caused 

two main administrations to begin fighting for power. The first being the House 

of Representatives which is affiliated with Haftar’s Libyan National Army in the 

east, and the second being the UN-backed Government of National Accord in the 

west. Haftar’s LNA made big advances by seizing key oil export terminals in the 

east and rapidly gaining key territory. Haftar’s LNA was also busy fighting 

Islamic extremism and by 2018, Haftar claimed that he and the LNA had driven 

out the majority of Islmaic extremists from Libya. Recently, the LNA attacked 

Tripoli, sparking new fights with the UN-backed GNA. The UN has attempted to 

implement many ceasefires and solutions to the brutal fighting. However the 

situation continues to deteriorate. Foriegn intervention has also played a key role 



in the war so far, as many countries on both sides continue to violate an 

international arms embargo in an attempt to protect their own interests. The 

violent attacks have resulted in thousands of casualties and have led to a dire 

humanitarian crisis.  

 

b) Main issues 

i) Foreign Involvement  

Libya’s civil war has undoubtedly been made worse by foreign involvement. Even  

before the war began, foreign powers were channeling weapons and training 

anti-Gaddafi groups. Through this meddling, proxy rivalries began and have now 

exploded into open warfare. This foriegn aid to proxy groups has only increased 

the violence throughout the war. The two main administrations fighting for 

power in Libya are each backed by various foreign powers. Egypt, UAE, Saudi 

Arabia, France, and Russia all support the House of Representatives which is 

affiliated with Haftar’s Libyan National Army. The UN, Italy, Qatar, Turkey, and 

formally the EU all support the Government of National Accord. Many of the 

foreign powers involved have interests that differ greatly from those of ordinary 

Libyans. As mentioned earlier, this has become an internationalized war where 

foreign powers only provide weapons, money, and logistical support. This occurs 

even though there has been an international arms embargo since 2011. This is 

critical, as the fighting will never cease as long as both sides have a continuous 

flow of foreign support.  

 

ii) Failed Ceasefires  

The UN has attempted to implement numerous ceasefires in Libya. However,  

each time, member states agree, and then it is violated days after it was enacted. 

Leaders of both sides of the war claim to attempt to enforce the ceasefire, but are 

being forced to retaliate against enemy attacks. Foreign shipments of weapons 

quickly resume, and the fighting on the front lines begins again. These constant 

failures have questioned what real power the UN has to solve this crisis. However, 

it is difficult to imagine a cease fire being successful when the member states 

being asked to stabilize Libya are the same member states encouraging the 



violence by supporting their proxy groups. The issue with many recent 

resolutions calling for a ceasefire is that they only emphasize respecting the arms 

embargo but lack a plan for punishing countries when they violate it.  

 

iii) Libya’s Economy  

Libya has the largest oil reserves in Africa, and oil is the backbone of the Libyan  

economy. Revenues from this oil, the country’s greatest asset, have decreased by 

more than 90%. The two sides in the war have struggled and fought over control 

of the oil fields. This has caused production to be restricted at the state oil firm 

NOC due to security concerns. In the past, NOC has had to close Libya’s largest 

oil field and urgently evacuate all fuel tankers from ports after nearby militant 

activity was threatening destruction. This has caused production to plunge from 

1.6 million barrels of oil per day to barely three hundred thousand. Since armed 

groups continue to fight over oil thereby decreasing production, concerns have 

risen about whether Libya will be able to support itself economically.  

 

iv) Migrant Crisis  

Libya is a major departure point for migration from northern Africa and the  

Middle East to Europe. Many of these migrants are being smuggled through 

Libya and then placed on overcrowded and dangerous boats towards Eruope, 

particularly Itay. This journey is incredibly dangerous and thousands have 

drowned trying to complete it. Since the war-torn country lacks a strong 

government, controlling migration is nearly impossible. For this reason, 

stabilizing Libya is important for the EU in order to control migration into 

Europe.  

 

v) Humanitarian Crisis 

1) Displaced People  

As a result of the continued fighting in Libya, the UN Refugee Agency  

estimates the number of internally displaced people to be more than 

217,000. These people have had to leave their homes unwillingly due to 

brutal violence and destruction and look for somewhere else to begin their 



lives again. Displaced people are commonly in need of basic necessities 

such as water, food, and shelter.  

 

2) Child Safety and Education  

It is estimated that 500,000 children have been put at risk by this ongoing  

conflict. Violence against children has been increasing. The war-time 

violence has also caused children to suffer from psychosocial distress or 

trauma. This could lead to future deficits in their lives. Due to the conflict, 

the quality of education and access to education has declined. Children 

are unable to enrol in school as many schools are now being used to house 

displaced persons.  

 

3) Health Services  

Health services such as medical care and access to hospitals are  

deteriorating in Libya. UNICEF reports that “In 2019, an estimated 17.5% 

of hospitals, 20% of primary health care facilities and 18% of specialized 

hospitals are partially damaged or completely destroyed throughout the 

country.”  

 

4) Water, Sanitation, Electricity  

The quality of water and sanitation services has decreased. Due to all the  

destruction and fighting sanitations services have stopped in some places 

and the availability of clean water has decreased. This could cause 

waterborne diseases to increase. Electricity cuts have also become 

frequent in Libya.  

 

5) Flooding  

Recently, Libya has faced flooding. This has caused around 4,250 people  

to be displaced from their homes and water treatment infrastructure to be 

damaged and contaminated.  

 

 



IV. Major Parties Involved and their Views 

a) Egypt  

Egypt has played an influential role in the war in Libya. They naturally allied with Haftar  

against a common enemy: political Islam, particually the Muslim Brotherhood. The GNA 

has supported the Muslim Brotehrhood in the past. Egypt believes that Haftar is the only 

Libyan leader that is willing to address and attack Islmaic extremists. Egypt shares a 

border with Libya so it has easily provided weapons, logistical, and financial support to 

Haftar and the LNA throughout the war. Egypt has reportedly covertly bombed Haftar’s 

targets. Haftar’s rise to power is similar to that of the Egyption President Abdel Fattah 

el-Sisi. Due to their similar political views and aspirations, Haftar and Sisi are seen as 

natural partners. Egypt also recognizes the immense opportunities that a stabilized Libya 

could provide Egyption expat workers. For this reason, Egypt has encouraged diplomatic 

avenues for an end to the fighting.  

 

b) United Arab Emirates  

The United Arab Emirates is frequently considered one of Haftar’s main supporters.  

Haftar and the LNA rely heavily on the many advanced weapon systems and air support 

that the UAE supplies. This support is in violation of the arms embargo and has only 

escalated the conflict. Similarly to Egypt, the UAE allied with Haftar as they see him as a 

trusted partner capable of combating political Islam, specifically the Muslim 

Brotherhood. The UAE has frequenly shared that it has no tolerance for political Islam.  

 

c) Saudi Arabia  

Saudi Arabia views political Islam and the Muslim Brotherhood as harshly as  

neighboring UAE and Egypt. Due to this, they have naturally allied with Haftar and the 

LNA. Recently, Saudi Arabia has been providing a lot of support to Harftar including 

tens of millions of dollars to help fund his Tripoli offensive.  

 

d) France  

While the EU formally supports the UN-backed GNA, France has been supporting  

Haftar. France has an agressive stance against politcal Islam and extremists. They view 

Haftar as the best option to attack this extremism. France also has interests in Libya’s oil. 



They have been expanding their operations with the NOC. They also have concerns about 

the numerous migrants using Libya to get to Europe. France would benefit greatly from a 

stabilized Libya. They have been thought to provide Haftar with military assistance and 

support, however, the government denies these allegations. In 2019, France blocked an 

EU statement which encouraged Haftar to stop his attack on Tripoli.  

 

e) Russia  

Russia has gotten involved in the Libyan civil war by backing Haftar. Many believe  

Russia has only gotten involved for strategic reasons. Russia is attempting to gain power 

in this region by taking advantage of the absence of Western engagement and a shared 

Western objective or opinion. They want to become a new power broker in this region. 

Russia has also been exploiting the conflict by playing both sides in order to put pressure 

on the EU. They did this in an attempt to be able to negotiate the economic sanctions 

imposed on Russia by the EU. The Kremlin has sent around 1,400 mercenaries to 

support Haftar’s attack on Tripoli. Russia has also blocked a UN Security Council 

statement urging Haftar to stop his advances in Tripoli.  

 

f) Turkey  

Turkey is one of GNA’s main supporters. Turkey has recently increased its military  

support towards the GNA. They have even begun sending troops into Libya in response 

to Haftar’s offensive in Tripoli. Turkey said the troops’ goal was to support the legitimate 

and UN-backed government as well as avoid a humanitarian tragedy. The reason for 

Turkey’s involvement in Libya is that Turkey has a lot of active companies in Libya that 

they need to protect to prevent the loss of investment. In the past, Turkey has also 

supported groups close to the Muslim Brotehrhood.  

 

g) Qatar  

Qatar supports the GNA as Qatar is more tolerant of political Islam. They have scaled  

back their military and financial support of the GNA, but still back them diplomatically.  

 

h) Italy  

Italy supports the UN-backed GNA. Italy is involved in Libya mainly due to historical ties  



and oil interests. They are the largest oil producer in Libya. A stabilized Libya would 

greatly benefit Italy. Italy is also invested as many irregular migrants have been able to 

travel through Libya to Italy.  

 

i) United Nations Support Mission in Libya 

According to the UN, UNSMIL is “an integrated special political mission established on  

16 September 2011 by UN Security Council Resolution 2009 (2011) at the request of the 

Libyan authorities to support the country's new transitional authorities in their 

post-conflict efforts.” This mission has been adapted and extended numerous times in 

order to provide the utmost support. Its role in Libya is to support key Libyan 

institutions, provide humanitarian aid, monitor human rights, coordinate international 

assistance, provide support to the GNA, and more. A resolution passed allowing for this 

mission to continue until 15 September, 2020.  

 

 

V. Relevant United Nations Documents 

a) Security Council Resolution 2491, 3 October 2019 

This is the most recent resolution passed on Libya. It allows member states to investigate  

vessels that are suspected to be used for migrant smuggling.  

b) Security Council Resolution 2486, 12 September 2019  

The resolution allowed for the UNSML mission to continue until 15 September, 2020.  

c) Report on UNSML, 15 January 2020 

This is the latest report on UNSML.  

 

 

VI. Questions to Consider 

1. How has foriegn interference helped the situation in Libya? How has foreign interference 

made the situation in Libya worse?  

2.  Is stopping the humanitarian crisis dependent on finding a solution to the situation in 

Libya. To what extent will humanitarian aid help if the fighting continues? 

3. Has the UNSMIL been successful in Libya?  

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_res_2491.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_res_2486.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2020_41.pdf


4. How can the UN punish member states that violate the international arms embargo?  

5. What needs to be done in order for a ceasefire to be upheld in Libya?  

6. To what extent is the UN capable of solving international crises?  

 

 

VII. Conclusion 

Libya is a war-torn country that has not seen peace in many years. What began as a 

political dispute has now turned into a proxy war involving numerous nations. The violence and 

tensions seem to only increase even with the UN’s effort to implement cease fires and arms 

embargoes. Libya is now facing a worsening humanitarian crisis as the violence escalated with 

Haftar’s offensive in Tripoli. It is obvious that the situation in Libya requires a complex solution. 

Any resolution must provide a means to end the fighting and must be one that the numerous 

conflicting sides would agree to. It must also be one that stops the worsening humanitarian 

crisis and delivers real promise on the future of Libya.  
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